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Telstra block under review 
The future of the Telstra block at the end of the Naturalist 
Terrace strip is under discussion with the company expressing 
a willingness to lease at least part of the block to the city.

In late October Telstra regional general manager, Boyd Brown 
met with the mayor, local MLA, Libby Mettam, the city’s 
engineering director, Oliver Darby and a representative of the 
DPA to discuss the future of the eyesore at the corner of 
Naturaliste Terrace and Cyrillean Way. 

There appeared to be a willingness on the part of Telstra to 
lease the front of the block and allow the building to be 
painted. The city is currently drawing up an Expression of 
Interest to proceed. Due to NBN cabling underground there 
are limits on what can be done on the site.The DPA hopes to 
work with the city in creating an attractive  addition to what 
is effectively the entrance to the town centre.
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DPA & City working 
together 
Late last month the city’s directors of planning and 
engineering and staff met with the DPA management 
committee to review the planning process and what to expect 
over the coming year.

The city hopes to complete the first draft of Dunsborough’s 
Activity Centre Plan (ACP) by the middle of next year. This 
process, which got the go ahead from council last February, 
will  provide guidance and direction to the town’s future 
development. The document will consider the most 
appropriate planning controls and incentives  to guide the 
future development of the Dunsborough Town Centre. The 
ACP, once approved by the state government will be used in 
deciding future developments in the town.  The DPA plans to 
play an active role in the consultation process.
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(DPA&City cont’d)

Part of the ACP process includes a commercial growth analysis, a parking and utilisation study and a 
design & architectural study. The first of these is showing a significant shortfall of land with up to 
7.300-10,00 m²of floor space needed over the next 10 years, compared to the current 25,000k.  

The city will also be reintroducing its plans for improving the Naturalist Terrace strip. The new plans 
will take into account any developments on the adjacent Telstra block and further enhancements in 
parking in the town. The DPA was encouraging the city to take a more innovative approach.

 Hannay Lane Street Party-2019 

The annual Hannay Lane Street Party took place in the middle of November and was 
generally considered to be a huge success. It is estimated over 2,500 attended the event 
between 5:30 and 8:30pm.

It is organised by the Hannay Lane Enhancement Group (HLEG), a subcommittee of the 
DPA. The aim of the street party is to bring awareness to the Hannay Lane space and 
increase community engagement. The HLEG hope to inspire local people and businesses in 
thinking of the Lane in different ways and the possibilities of the space for community 
engagement, placemaking and creating a vibrant public space which enhances Dunsborough.
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(Hannay Lane cont’d)

Over $3,000 was raised through gold coin donations which will go towards helping to fund 
the creation of Djiljit Mia  park (see below).

 Apart from the security and traffic management, all the work was carried out by volunteers, 
with 11 helping to setup and 10 working the bar. And if there is a next year, there will be an 
additional eftpos machine to cut down on queue time.

Music was organised by Mitch Baker. He played first, 
followed by young, local teenage band Sonatay and  
finally DJ Namu.

The 14 food vendor were in a new venue this year and 
were happy in their new home with many selling out. 
They included local restaurants such as Yarri , Oh Delhi 
and Chow’s Table.

A ‘kids corner’ was created and included the face 
painters and the lolly/fairy floss stall. Chalk was 
also available for drawing on the road, which was 
very popular.  

The event closed at 8:30 and by 10:15 the area was 
back to normal (almost). 

The feedback was hugely positive with compliments 
on the new layout, delicious food,  music, dancing 
and community feel.  

 
 

Carols in the park 
Christmas comes to Dunsborough Dec. 19 
with the annual Carols in the Park. Starting 
at 6pm with a sausage sizzle, you are invited 
to bring a picnic to enjoy before the carols 
start at 6.45. 
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(Carols cont’d)

There will be short readings and performances about the nativity, and a visit by Santa Claus is 
anticipated for the end of the evening.  There will also be a raffle with funds going towards 
Djiljit Mia. Remember to bring chairs, along with warm clothes, rugs, blankets as it may get 

cold in the evening after the sun goes down. 

Dunsborough Historical Society 
The Society topped off a busy 12 months with 
a very successful fundraiser at Clancy’s in 
October.  Celebrating Dunsborough’s 140th 
year, with “Parade through the Past”  guest 
speakers included Dr Errol Seymour talking 
on his book launch “ The Boy Who Told 
Stories” The Seymour Family of Dunsborough

Also talking on the day were Peter Baxter on 
his family’s historical maps of Dunsborough 

and Andrew Despeissis on farming on the cape. There was also a much appreciated raffle 
supported by local businesses. With around 120 attending, it showed there is a real thirst for 
local history.

The Society is still in discussion with The City Of Busselton on securing a significant place to 
erect a foundation plaque. It is in desperate need of a permanent  place to house the 
valuable material that is being gifted to the society so that it can showcase what a wonderful 
Dunsborough history has.  It would be a great tourist attraction!

The society is now on social media with Susan Carson Graphic Design helping to set up on 
Facebook. Monthly meetings are held at either the Dunsborough Country Club or Caves 
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 (Historical Society cont’d)

House Hotel the last Thursday of the month however the Society has gone on Christmas 
Break and will be reform in February 2020. Follow on Facebook to keep up to date on 
upcoming events.

Contacts Leanne Bowen  Chairperson  ( 0450021758)  and Margaret Baxter (0418933325)

Djiljit Mia 

Construction is scheduled to start February on Dunsborough’s new and unique park. Unique 
for a number of reasons-it is being developed by the community-through the DPA and it will 
be the only place in Dunsborugh that will acknowledge People, Place and Country.  This is in 
line with the wishes of local families.  It is expected to be completed by May 2020 

Djiljit Mia means fish home in the Wadandi language.. The 
gathering place will highlight the Aboriginal heritage, history, 
and associations of the Dugalup Brook area. It will 
acknowledge the traditional fish traps, gatherings and seasonal 
celebrations of the traditional owners. It will be on land 
adjacent to Dugalup Brook from Hannay Lane to Gifford Road.
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(Djiljit Mia cont’d)

The community is working together to create this gathering place, using repurposed and 
recycled materials throughout. It will include a performance area, natural amphitheatre 
seating, Aboriginal art and sculpture, all highlighting local Wadandi cultural features It will 
also include nature-based play features, designed around the fish trap theme. A place for all 
ages, locals and visitors. Work will also involve rehabilitation of the adjacent Dugalup Brook

The project relies upon community input and ownership. While partially funded through 
partnership with the City of Busselton and other community groups, it mostly requires 
community contributions in the form of materials, equipment and labour.

Additional funds are required to create a community place we can all take pride in. Help your 
community to create something special in the heart of Dunsborough, a tribute to the past, for 
future generations.  For further information on how you can help go to:

https://australianculturalfund.org.au/projects/djiljit-mia-community-gathering-place/

Art Festival & Sculpture By The 
Bay 
The annual Dunsborough Arts Festival hits its 20th Anniversary on 
the Labour Day long weekend of Friday 28 Feb to Monday 2 March .
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(Art festival cont’d)

Starting from a small half day event in 2001 it has 
grown into a huge celebration of arts and culture. 
There will be local music at the evening concerts on 
Saturday and Sunday, Dunsborough X Factor youth 
talent show and an art market on Sunday, circus, 
drumming and bellydancing workshops and artwork 
by the Dunsborough Art Society  and much more 
across the weekend!  

For the first time there will be celebratory fireworks 
on the foreshore on Sunday, presented by 
philanthropist Dianne Laurance, to celebrate this 
significant anniversary!

Also there is the DPA’s Sculpture by the Bay which started in 2010.  You can meander the 
foreshore and Seymour Park for the outdoor exhibition or stroll to the Christian Fletcher 
Gallery for the Small Sculptures Exhibition, now in its second year. Don’t forget that you can 
even buy the sculptures if one takes your fancy and vote for your favourite.

This weekend is coordinated by a huge team of volunteers 
from the Dunsborough Progress Association, with the 
objective of bringing people together to celebrate and 
promote the substantial local art that abounds in the region 
- and all for free thanks to the funding from the City’s 
Community Event Program and Lotterywest, Dianne 
Laurance and the sales from the bar!  Donations are 
gratefully accepted!

This year there will be more food vans than ever across the 
concerts and all day Sunday, and don’t forget to bring your blankets and rugs to keep warm!

See the Facebook event page for program as it develops: Dunsborough Arts Festival and the 
Sculpture by the Bay website

Australia Day Celebration 
The DPA is again hosting the Australia Day celebration on the foreshore at 9am, Sunday, Jan 
26. It includes the raising of the Australian and Aboriginal flags, a welcome by Josh 
Whiteland, Cultural Custodian, a speech by a local resident, as well as a primary school 
student, and national anthem. The Naturaliste Gratitude Awards will be presented; 
acknowledging and thanking local volunteers. These  are nominated by their groups, family or 
friends.  This is the highlight of the ceremony.
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